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Mission Statement

The W.T. Sampson School community provides an environment that inspires lifelong learning and prepares all students for success in a global society.

School and Community Description

W.T. Sampson Unit School is located at the U.S. Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and is a component of the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA). W. T. Sampson ES/HS is considered a unit school; however, in reality, it is an elementary school campus and a high school campus that are approximately 2 miles apart.  The history of the school is also quite fascinating.  It is the oldest overseas school, established in 1939, and the only DoDDS school located on communist soil.  It became a DoDDS (overseas) school in 1966, but it is aligned with the DDESS (domestic) schools for day to day operations. Dr. Joseph Guiendon, who is the current superintendent of South Carolina/Fort Steward District, is also the superintendent for Cuba.  WT Sampson Unit School is accredited by the North Central Association.

The school has an enrollment of 286 students, with 182 in Pre-K through 6th grade at the elementary campus and 104 in 7th through 12th grade at the secondary campus. The community is predominantly military and civil service personnel as well as civilian contractors.   Many of the families are under tremendous strain in their jobs and the base is often in the public limelight.

The island is self contained and isolated.  There is no access into Cuba.  Leaving Guantanamo Bay, Cuba to make visits to the states and/or other countries is difficult and expensive.  The families have varying lengths of assignments and it is a transient community.

School Improvement Goals
All students will improve reading comprehension across the curriculum.

All students will increase their ability to solve problems across the curriculum.

Educational Options
Advanced Placement Classes
English Language and English Literature (rotates every other year)

AP Spanish (Distance Learning Course)

AP Statistics (Distance Learning Course)

AP Physics (Distance Learning Course)

Other Programs

· Professional Technical Studies Endorsement: 

· Lodging, Engineering, or Video

· Career Practicum Experience within the community

· Hands on Marine Biology

· Distance Learning Courses

· Band

· Talented and Gifted

· AVID

· Special Education

Extra-Curricular Activities
	
	

	Yearbook MS & HS
	Homework Club

	National Honor Society and Jr NHS
	Drama Club

	Lodging
	Odyssey of the Minds ES & HS

	Student Government
	Renaissance Team

	Digital Photo Club
	The Jolly Roger HS Newspaper

	SAT Prep Class
	Gardening Club

	Learning Games Club
	Spanish Club

	Shark scoop Elementary Newspaper
	Band

	Chorus
	Dance Club

	Intramural Sports (Soccer, Basketball, Volleyball, Tennis, Flag Football, Swimming, Cheerleading, Softball)




Assessments
DODEA, stateside and oversees, provides accountability and data driven decision making through the use of informal and formal assessments.  Educators, with training, daily provide informal assessments and provide that information to students and parents.  Students have just begun taking End of Course Exams in Algebra, US History, and Biology.  All students in 2-11 grades are given individual reading tests to ensure they are reading at a level that is challenging but will provide success.

Students in grades 3-11 take the Terra Nova standardized (norm referenced) test in where they are compared with many private and some public American schools overseas and in the continental US.  DODDS Guantanamo Bay students consistently score in the above average range on this test. 

In 2006, the DODDS students took the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), commonly known as “the national report card” for schools.  This test is given every couple of years and is a way to measure our educational programs.   Since 1998, DODDS students have scored among the top in the nation.

The majority of our students (65%) go on to pursue college degrees and, despite the challenges of our location, these students are given several opportunities to prepare and take the college placement exams.  DODDS provides the PSAT for all 10th and 11th grade students every October.  In addition, almost all of the DODDS-Guantanamo Bay students take the SAT/ACT each year and score at the national average or above-average level.  DODDS pays for all students who take Advanced Placement (AP) courses to take the exam free of charge.  In 2007, the majority of our AP students scored high enough on the AP exam to receive credit university credit for those courses.
Graduation Requirements
DoDDS only has one graduation plan.  It includes rigorous classes, such as two years of the same language.  Students report that they are prepared for post secondary settings due to the courses required by DoDDS.   For students that struggle, DoDDS provides individualized instruction to ensure success for all students.

	DoDDS Graduation Requirements

	Required Courses
	Units

	Language Arts 9, 10, 11, 12 (2 years of ESL may be substituted for 2 years of English.)
	4

	Social Studies (1 credit of U.S. History, I credit of either World Regions or World History and 1/2 unit of government required.)
	3 

	Mathematics (Algebra 1 and Geometry are required.   The third math credit must have a course code of 400 or above excluding lab classes.)
	3

	Science (Biology is required and either a chemistry or physics credit is required. 
	3

	Professional Technical Studies (1/2 credit must be a computer tech course.)
	2

	Foreign Language (A total of 2 credits in the same second language.)
	2

	Fine Arts (Courses used to meet this credit must relate to: visual arts, music, theater, dance, and/or humanities.)
	1

	Physical Education (Courses must match the course descriptions for lifetime sports, personal fitness and PE/Nutrition)
	1.5

	Health
	.5

	Sub-total for Required Courses
	20 

	Sub-total for Elective Courses
	6

	


	TOTAL CREDITS
	26 


Transcript Information and Grading System
Selected middle school students may take high school math and/or foreign language with the high school class for high school credit.  These courses are not included in the Grade Point Average (GPA) and unofficial class rank.  An unofficial class rank is determined at the end of the 11th grade year with all 11th grade students; however, it is statistically unreliable due to the small class sizes (12-17 on average) in Guantanamo Bay Cuba.  We do not have official rank for College admissions.  The only purpose of rank is to determine the Valedictorian and Salutatorian at the end of the 12th grade year.  Class rank is cumulative from grade nine.  Only Advanced Placement (AP) courses are given extra weight, IF the student completes the AP exam.  GPA is figured on a 4.0 scale.

	Letter Grade
	Numerical Equivalent

	A, A-, A+
	90-100

	B, B-, B+
	80-89

	C, C-, C+
	70-79

	D, D-, D+
	60-69

	I
	Incomplete – turns to an F after 1 sem

	P
	Passing – Only for incoming classes


The school year consists of 183 days divided into two semesters.  Four ninety minute blocks each day and a seminar period every other day create a total of seven credit periods per two day cycle(4/4 block scheduling). Report cards are issued quarterly.  Progress reports are mailed to parents mid-way through each quarter. 

