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High School Preparation

It starts in kindergarten and involves reading and everything a
student does at school and home but the grades and courses
only count in 9-12.

Course Selections:

Core Curriculum: 4 math (to include geometry and algebrall),
4 English, 3 Social Studies, 3 science, 2 Foreign Language.
If you take HS courses in middle school, do it to go further in
that area.

Extra Curricular Involvement:
Student Government, MWR, swimming, school spots teams,
NHS, Odyssey of the Minds, etc.

Experience:
Passionate Electives, Volunteer, Work Experience, Test

Taking Practice, Self Advocacy

Go to www.militarychild.org for info on transferring and
recommendation for most rigorous courses.

Go to www.ala.org/yalsa for information on books for the
college bound.

Go to www.collegeboard.com and check out some of the
profiles for colleges you think might be like the ones you
would be interested in attending and see what they require.
Every college looks for something different.

Go to www.dodea.edu for information on DODDS graduation
requirements and a six year plan chart.




Selecting a School

L.ocation

City, State

Region

Support Base Close
Accreditation

Type and Academics
Public vs. Private

2 year or 4 year
Religious/Raciatl Affillation
Your major offered

Special Requirements or size

Campus Life

Setting

tUndergraduate Enroliment
Urban/Rural

Extracurricular (Sports,
Sororities,etc.)

Coed, Male, Female

Housing Availability, Type and
Food Plan

Admission
Percentage accepted

Application Reguirements and
Deadline

SAT® Scores {Verbal and Math)

ACT™ Composite Scores
ESSAY (topic?)

Cost & Financial

Aid

In-state tuition & fees
Out-of-state tuition & fees
Room & board

% Recelve Aid

Scholarships
Deadlines

www.collegeboard.com account can do this for you in
matchmaker and you can then print and fill in other details

College Visits are like educational insurance. If possible go
visit and meet with you counselor ahead of time to ensure a
successful visit.



The College Application
Process

Every college is different and it is your responsibility to know and follow
the steps. Lots can be done online but keep records as they do lose
things. You will need money for the SAT, ACT, Application fees and

housing fees well before financial aid is awarded.

Typical Steps:

SEND IN AN APPLICATION BY THE DEADLINE - Have a
transcript and resume with you to ensure you have all
the information and do it as neatly as possible. Always
TYPE it or do it online and keep copies.

REQUEST TRANSCRIPTS —~ get a copy ahead of time to
look for errors and then give at least 3 days for
processing. Be sure to follow the college’s instructions
for how to send transcripts!!

SEND TEST SCORES or TEACHER
RECOMMENDATIONS ~ Allow teachers 2 weeks to fill
out and provide a resume and information on your
college of choice.

APPLY FOR HOUSING - Check for deadlines and
specific forms. If there are none, your counselor can
provide a stock letter.

LOOK FOR FINANCIAL AID - Check for deadlines and
specific forms or scholarships for that college. If there
are none, your counselor can provide a stock letter.
AWAIT ACCEPTANCE - Some have “rolling”
admissions and some will notify after a date (typically
around April 15) but check with the college.

WEIGHT THE FINANCIAL AND PERSONAL OPTIONS
AND RESPOND - let the schools know by May 1.

www.commonapp.org The Common Application is the recommended form

for many colleges and makes the process easier.

www.militarychiid.org The Military Child Education Coalition is an advocate
and resource center for the military child and family.

www.ncaa.org/wps/portal If you want to play sports for a Division 1 or [l

school you need to read and follow the NCAA Guide for College-Bound
Student Athletes.




Financing College

As you prepare for college, you are faced with the challenge of how to
pay for your education. You may find that your own financial
resources, including help from your parents, are not enough to meet
the cost of college of your choice. You must weight out number of
years to get a degree, the cost of tuition, housing, meals and fees.
Look at the expenses as total expenses for all years and then make
your choices and decisions.

NEVER PAY FOR SCHOLARSHIP SEARCHING AND BE CAREFUL!

The best source for financial aid is through the institution of
your choice. Then look at family and personal interests,
organizations of membership, and personal characteristics. The
Scholarship Cheat Sheet can lower the load, but searching for
money is hard and takes organization. Use the same process
used to apply for college.

STEPS FOR APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID:

¢ Know your forms

e Apply for a pin at www.pin.ed.gov

¢ Apply early at www.fafsa.ed.gov

e Be accurate

e Make copies of everything you mail or do
online

¢« Keep copies of income taxes

e Register for the draft ifyou an 18 year old
male

e When questions arise, ask you college
financial aid officer for help.

¢« Apply to college even if too expensive
and apply for federal and local campus
financial aid to see the bottom line.




Types of Financial Aid Available:
Scholarships — Grants — Work/Study
Programs — Loans

Scholarships — Awards which are usually based on need or
achievement. These are available from national, state, and local
donors, contests, employers, parents’ associations, and many
other sources. Many scholarships are awarded from the college
based on merit. Scholarships are “gift aid” and do not have to
be paid back. The scholarship process requires time, work and
dedication on the part of you and your parents as well as school
personnel.

Grants ~ A grant is a type of financial aid that does not have to
be repaid. It is federal, state or local money which is awarded on
the basis of need, possibly combined with some skills or

characteristics the student possesses.
¢ Federal Pell Grant-need based guaranteed to schools based on EFC
($400-3750yr)
s Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant-lower need
based not guaranteed to schools and up to $4000
+ State Grants — Go to state Dept of Education or Military Child

Work Study — Provide jobs on or off campus for students who
demonstrate financial need. Most students work between 10-20
hours a week.

Loans - Loans are a money borrowed that must be repaid with
interest. These include subsidized loans, unsubsidized loans
and parent loans; some but not all are based on need.
¢ Federal Perkins Loans — low EFC based and low interest rates.
These loans include some loan repayment options as well as 10
years to pay and grace periods.
+ Federal Stafford Loans- based on need. Subsidized do not pay
interest while in school but unsubsidized do.
Federal Direct Student Loan Program-gov funded
s PLUS Loans- for parent borrowers

Federal Student Financial Aid Programs — These are programs
for students that are going into high need areas such as health
and nursing, teaching, or the military.

» These funds are administered through the campuses or
through applications. You need to request an application
for these areas from the financial aid office if you are
interested in that field.

T



If the family situation changes through the year, then

inform the financial aid office on their form!

They will ask for some personal information if you apply for
financial aid....You will need

+ federal tax returns,

+ total income (includes tax, IRA/KEOGH payments, social
security benefits, AFDC and other untaxed income),

+ standardized allowances (federal income tax paid, social
security payments, state and other taxes, and income
protection allowance based on numbers in a household or
college)

+ net worth (cash, savings, checking accounts, non-home
real estate/investment equity and net worth of business)

« student contributions (savings from work or gifts and
untaxed income)

pointers: You will need information from the 1040 not the W2, If
divorced do not use income of ex spouse only that of current
spouse. If a Stafford loan is taken a separate form must be filled
out. Round numbers to nearest dollar. Follow instructions.



Scholarship Cheat Sheet

Name: L o e

Age: Ethnicity: Religion:

Address:

FPhone:
Names of schools attended:
Etam. Middle

High Schools:

Currently Attending: .
Mother/ Father/ Guardian

Name Name Name

Home Phone Home Phone Home Phone

Address Address Address

Cccupation Qccupation Occupation

Business Phone/Ext. Business Phone/Ext. Business Phone/Ext.
Number of adults and children who are dependent on parents’ financial support and ages:

Number of family mambers atiending college:

Describe any existing conditions that are causing unusual financial expenditures for any
dependents. Ex: illness, dental work, support of family by only one parent, etc.

Fiease check approximate annual gress income in the home before deductions. Include all scurces of

income except gamings of minors in part-time employment.

50 to $15,000 $45.001 o §55,000 §75,001 10 $85.000
$15.001 to $30,000 $55,001 to $65,600 $685,001 10 $85,000
$30,001 10 $45,000 865,001 o 75,000 $95,001 and above ______
Education:

Please list in order of preference:

Coileges: 1. 2. 3.

Intended majors 1. 2. 3.

What are your carsers plans after college?

FSAT




Student’s Employment Record:
Business/ Type of Work Approx. # Hours per Wk, Dates Worked

Piease list all requesiad information including the # of vears involved. Please be specific. (You may

add additional pages if needed.}
Scholastic Awards (Ex. Trustee, Honor Rell, History Award) Number of Years

Athletic Awards (Ex. Track Team, Volleyball Captain)

Other Extra-Curricutar Activities, Awards, or Honors (Ex. Band, Eagie Scout)

Haohbies, Taients, or Interests not listed above: (Ex. Piano iessons, youth groups)

Please respond in essay form fo the topics listed below. This is your chance to present your best seif to the

Scholarship Committee. Attach your one page response to your application.
1. My goals for the future and how | plan to achieve them and how a learning community will fit with me,

2. A personat challenge which ! had to overcome and how | overcame it
| certify that all information on this application is correct:

Have an English teacher proof.

Who will you use for your recommendations:



