Second Place Winner – Grades 9-12

Cuban American Friendship Day – January 26, 2007

Two Hearts, One Spirit in Friendship

First off, a heart is a heart.  Some people in this world have nice, warm, kind hearts.  Others have cold, mean hearts.  It’s the same for all people, no matter what race or religion.  Hearts are hearts, and they either give or need love.  Cubans and Americans give love to each other now, just as they should.  Some people, the ones with the cold hearts, may not give as much love as others.  They may not even give love at all.  These are the people who need the love and friendship the most.  Over the past 38 years of our celebrations, Cubans and Americans have been able to overcome those people and maintain a friendship with happy spirits.  


One way the Cubans and Americans show their friendship is by having this celebration every year.  People come out and recognize those who have had hard times in Cuba, and hard times getting here to GTMO.  People dance, sing, and eat foods together that remind us of Cuban culture.  I don’t know anyone who leaves the celebrations without a smile on their face.    


When you look around our community here in Guantanamo Bay, you see Cubans and Americans talking and sharing a friendship together every day.  We have migrants here who work at different places, play with us at the gym, and even say simple “Hellos” in the NEX when you’re walking past.  There are also the commuters that work at the Auto Hobby Shop and Supply, and they help do things for us every day in our community.  If you ever sit down and talk with these people, you learn things that you might never have learned before.  You hear stories, learn a little bit of the Spanish language, and make a new friend.  The kids learn to respect elders, and respect different cultures.  It’s a great experience for everybody.  

Also, when you look at Miami, most of the population there is Hispanic, and the majority of them are Cubans.  Living in Miami, they are surrounded by Americans everyday, enjoying the time they spend there.  Some join the U.S. Military.  Some spend their time in “Little Havana,” or Calle Ocho to make them feel at home with other Cubans.  Little Havana is enjoyed by Americans, too.  Many people go to eat the food, visit Domino Park, and get a feel of what Cuba is like.  


One way people express themselves is through cooking.  In Miami, there are many Cuban restaurants that people love to eat at.  They love all of the different dishes that they wouldn’t have known about if they didn’t have some kind of friendship with Cubans.  We love the tostones, empanadas, or even simple things like tostada.  Then are the meats that are sautéed and cooked slowly, marinated in citrus juices.  Now, do people in Cuba want American food like hamburgers and hotdogs all the time?  I don’t think so, but that’s a different story.


What about the music?  When you listen to music of Cuba, it just makes you want to get up, dance, sing, do anything!  You have fun.  Just listening to the rhythms and beats of music by Celia Cruz or Gloria Estefan gets me pumped up.  Just because someone is American, it doesn’t mean that they don’t enjoy this music, too.  We all have the same kinds of hearts, whether we’re American or Cuban, and when we listen to this music; our hearts beat to the rhythms of the drums and sounds of the music.  


When we think of things Americans love to do, we think of sports.  Well, baseball is a favorite pastime of Cuba.  Baseball reached Cuba when they were fighting for independence from Spain in 1864.  In 1866, when American sailors were at Cuban ports for a few days, they would play baseball with the Cubans, and this is how baseball spread through Cuba.  In 1931, the Dodgers went to Cuba to do a few spring training games.  Baseball is a competitive sport, and may turn some people against each other, but if it’s a job that the players like, then they should be having fun playing it.  After any games, there’s always something that both teams can look at together and say, “Ha ha, that was pretty funny.”  

I think that what Cubans and Americans share, especially here in GTMO is special.  Even though we each come from different backgrounds and lifestyles, we still have many similarities.  We share loves for the same things.  We know how to have fun together.  We are able to share experiences and memories together.  We’ve shared a friendship for many years, and celebrated it for 38 years, and I hope it always stays this way.  
