First Place Winner – Grades 6-8

Cuban-American Friendship Day – January 26, 2006
Two Hearts, One Spirit in Friendship


In Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, we celebrate our friendship and relations with the Cubans. We call it Cuban-American Friendship Day.  To Guantanamo Bay it is one of our best and most important celebrations.  The schools have some students do wonderful dances, and there is singing.  But it is not the party with it that is important; it is the reason why we do this.


The reason why we celebrate our friendship with the Cubans is obvious but sometimes it is overlooked. We do it because they need our help, but we also need their help. They know this place and its past so well it’s staggering. We could be here for 20 years, but they will still know much more about it. Also, sometimes we need help seeing the beauty in things.  They can show us so many things about Guantanamo and Cuba that are wonderful.  They could tell us so many stories that make you wish you could have been there.

When you think about it, we are from different places and on the outside we may seem different, but we are one people. We all call the same place home. Living in Cuba has taught me that even though they live differently, that doesn’t mean that either one of us is more important. I t just means that each of us can contribute to different things.


There are so many things we can do to help them, like help them in times of need.  We have had some Cubans here who passed on, and we all feel deeply for them, for they never got the chance to go back to a free Cuba.  The best thing we can do for them is to help keep Cuba the way they would like us to.  If you have ever seen the beautiful waters around here, they are nothing compared to what you could see past the Northeast Gate. We have to help in keeping Cuba the beautiful island it is. We have to do it for not just us but the Cubans.  They want us to keep this place beautiful like they remember it.  This is one of the ways we contribute to them.  There are many ways but to me that’s the most important by far.


People see the NE gate and say that we are separated from Cuba. No, we are not. Actually, I think that gate makes us closer to Cuba then ever. We retain relations with Cuba through its people, who help us as we help them. We need each other to help keep Cuba a historical, wonderful, and most of all beautiful place.
